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The PRCCC is a voluntary association, self-convened since 2007 with a 
membership of 120+

Vision

A Safe, Healthy, Sustainable, Productive, and Resilient Puerto Rico, 

Mission

Assess the state of Puerto Rico’s climate, using the best science and knowledge 
available, understand Puerto Rico’s social-ecological vulnerabilities and develop 
adaptation strategies to build a resilient society.

Goals

• To communicate findings, consensuses, and recommendations to government, 
civil society, the media, and the private sector; and 

• To cultivate a well-informed Puerto Rican society about climate change, coastal 
hazards, adaptation, and mitigation.

Puerto Rico Climate Change Council
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Global Climate Change 

…a change of climate which is attributed directly or indirectly to human activity that alters 
the composition of the global atmosphere and which is in addition to natural climate 
variability observed over comparable time periods.                             

(UNFCCC 1992)



Industrial 
Revolution

1700-1800s

Greenhouse 
Effect

1820-1900

Skepticism
1900-1940

World War II
1939-1945

Climate 
Science
1950 -

UNFCCC COP

-Joseph Fourier (1824)
-Claude Pouillet (1827, 1838)
-Eunice Newton Foote (1856)
-John Tyndall (1859)
-Svante Arrhenius (1896)

-Thomas Newcomen 
(1712)
-James Watt (1769)

Angstrom
Herr Koch
(1940s) 

Guy S. Callendar -Roger Ravelle
(Scripps)
-Bolin and Eriksson 
-Mikhail Budyko
-Dave Keeling*
-SCRIPPS
-NOAA
-WMO-UNEP:
IPCC 1988

-IPCC (1988-
present)  
-Six 
Assessment 
Reports (AR6)

-26 COP 
meetings
since Kyoto

-Paris 2015

-Glasgow 2021

Scientific 
Research& 

Assessments
UPR-Sea 

Grant 2007
PRCCC 
2007-

present 

Ley 33, 
2019 

(Policy)

Key Mandates:
-100% Clean 
Energy by 2050
-Interim goals
-Mitigation, 
Adaptation and 
Resilience Plan

-State of the Climate 
WG1,2,3,4 reports: 
2013 and 2022
-NCA4 Ch:20 (2018)
-Road to Resilience 
Guide
-Adaptation plans

-Scientists meet 
after AR4
-Call for Action letter
-Creation of Advisory 
Committee (policy)

USFS
UPR

FROM POLICY TO ACTION 

- Law 17 / Law 33 milestones? 
- Land Use Plan milestones?
- Sectoral Plans? 
- State and municipal mitigation plans? 
- Regulations and Building codes? 
- FEMA Recovery Plan
- CDBG-MIT Action Plan

Science – Policy – Implementation
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BUILDING  RESILIENCE – RECOVERY FUNDING
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KEY MESSAGES

• Translating science into policy takes time and can be 
frustrating

• Planning and designing based on historic trends increase 
vulnerability 

• Policy implementation requires political will, education and 
sustainable financing

• Adaptation strategies for built-up/developed areas differ from 
strategies for undeveloped areas

• Puerto Rico has the data, information, knowledge, policy and 
funding to build social-ecological resilience.



¡MUCHAS GRACIAS!

pr-ccc.org
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